ROCKLAND COUNTY BOARD OF VOLLEYBALL OFFICIALS, INC. (RCBVO)
CODE OF ETHICS

Updated May 3, 2021
1. RCBVO members are obligated to abide by the Constitution and By-Laws, Policies and Procedures, and Code of Ethics of the Rockland County Board of Volleyball Officials, Inc. (RCBVO), as well as contracts with Section 1. 

2. The RCBVO President will notify the Assignors in the area of service and any other interested parties who contact him/her for information on all rated officials. DO NOT CALL coaches or assignors (BOCES) requesting work. If the Executive Committee is alerted that RCBVO members are soliciting themselves, disciplinary action will be taken against those RCBVO members. Such disciplinary action could include downgrading, loss of schedule, suspension, appropriate fines, probation and/or termination.  Members are expected to have and use internet access to BOCES for the purpose of scheduling and updating availability
3. Officials are assigned matches according to current rating and availability submitted.

4. An RCBVO member may request to BOCES not to service a particular school.

5. RCBVO members should not accept an assignment unless he/she has every intention of working it. On the day of the assignment/s, officials are obligated to call the home school early in the day to confirm assignments. If an assignment is on a non-school day (e.g. – weekend, holiday, recess) call while the school is still open.

6. If a valid reason prevents an official from working an assignment, the home school and assignor need to be notified immediately. Penalties and procedures are outlined in the Contract.  
7. NEVER switch an assignment with another official. All changes must go through the assignor and be approved by the assignor.
8. We are contracted to provide Section 1 schools with officials. Therefore, each active RCBVO member is expected to accept assignments in Section 1.
9. Pay is received for all matches assigned by Section assignors (BOCES).

10. Officials are expected to arrive early enough (thirty (30) minutes or earlier prior to the scheduled start time of the match) to inspect the playing area and equipment, observe the teams warming up, have a pre-game consult with table personnel, lines people, team representative(s) and partner.    
11. Officials are to avoid making statements to coaches, teams, spectators or news and social media before, during or after any match that he/she has either observed or worked, with regard to fellow officials, players, coaches or spectators.

12. An official WILL NOT determine if and when an injured player is to be moved. NEVER touch an injured player. 
13. An official should not declare a forfeited match because an opponent’s bus is late to arrive. Review the BOCES contract outlining late fees.  
14. In the event that a problem arises in which there is a protest or a contest is to be discontinued, the official is to note the match time, score and/or match situation in the scorebook and notify the RCBVO President within twenty-four (24) hours of such problem.

15. If, in accordance with the official game rules, a situation arises in which the officials must remove the head coach from the contest area, the game should be discontinued unless another official school representative is present to assume the responsibility for the team.  The RCBVO President must be notified within twenty-four (24) hours of such incident. 
16. Grievance or protest procedure is to be followed if you have a problem that concerns your responsibilities as an official (i.e., ethics, by-laws). You must contact the RCBVO President within twenty-four (24) hours of such a problem.
17. Officials must not accept assignments for any school you coached at or had any affiliation or relationship with for five (5) years.
18. Officials must not become friendly with coaches or affiliates of teams for whom he/she may be assigned matches.  Officials are expected to maintain a professional demeanor in their interactions with coaches so as to maintain an impartial appearance.
19. Officials must not argue with players and coaches. If a captain or coach asks a question, listen to it, then give a definite and decisive answer, but do not quibble about the situation.  
20. Officials should assist captains and coaches with the interpretation of the rules when such request is made at an appropriate time and in an appropriate manner.
21. Officials should be in good physical and mental condition and give each team your best effort.
